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7 OUT the latter End of the Year 
"7 x90, Mr. Griffith, a Gentleman 
near Meadly, in Staffordlhire, happened 
to have ſome Converſation with Mr. 
Stubbs, one of his IV, eigbours, relative 
to the New Birth; in C onſequence of 
which, Mr. Stubbs applied to the Reve- 
rend Mr. T. B. Miniſter of the Pariſh, 
for his Inflrufions upon the Subject. 
Mr. B. gave him bis Sentiments in the 
ollrwin g Letter. This Letter was ſent 
mne with a Requeſt to anſwer it. The 
rough Draught of the Answzr was 
drawn up foon after Mr. B's. was re- 
ceived; but Sickneſs prevented its bein 2 
tranſeribed, till very lately. 
IT was induced to 3 ** both Pub- 
le, by the * Reaſons, 
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i: as copitd Verbatim from a fly, 


weak Performance, entitled, A Serious 


and Affectionate Addreſs to the People 
called Mrrnopis rs. Hence 1 thought 
it my Duty publickly to expoſe the Weak- 
neſs of that Performance, fo far 'as this 
N. 7s concerned, an it's Abettors. 1 
Ft is difingenuocs in Mr. B. 0 
Jranferiba, and fend that" 10 Mr. Stubbs 


Pr. his "own, which in Facr Was not 2 


I could not emplay my Time better, 
E by Panding up in bo Defence of 
à Doctrine, on the Experience of which 


depends our N n . our 
JO Felicity FY . 


WW Ning ſucceſs to injured Truth, 
1 remain, | 


Yours to command, | 
in all Chriſtian Services, : 


t, . I HAMPSON. 


cor of the LETTER 


By the Reverend Mr. T. B. to Mr. S7 UB BS. 
Friend Joſeph, Dec. 30, 1763. 
As you deſire my Inſtruction, I flatter myſelf it is not 


out of any carping, captious humour, but that you are 


willing for your Soul's Sake to be informed of the Truth, give 
me leave to tell yon, that I verily believe mr. Gryffith does 
not know his own Meaning, when he tells You, That you 
| mult be born again. I apprehend he hints at what the Me- 
thodiſts call the Doctrine of Regeneration. Now Regeneration 
is the New Birth: the being born again ſpiritually. Rege- 
neration has been by ſpme Divines thought twofold, Baptiſ- 
mal and Spiritual. The former is the inward part of the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm; the thing thereby ſignified, that is 
the Change of ſtate; for being by Nature born in Sin and 
the Children of Wrath, we are by Baptiſm made the Children 


of Grace, By the Sin of our firſt Parents all Mankind are 


involved in Sin, and labour under the Diſpleaſure of God 
Almighty; but by Baptiſm, we are admitted again into Fa- 
vour with Gop, and are intitled to the Priviledges of the 
Goſpel. This appears to me to be the Senſe of the Word 
Regeneration (or being born again;) this I take to be the 
Senſe in which the Scripture delivers it, and in which An- 
tiquity and the Church of England receives it. 5 
The ſecond meaning of Regeneration (or being born again) 
is the converſion of the Heart from its natural or acquired 

Corruption, to the Love and Fear of Almighty God, and a 

| ſincere Deſire and endeavour to conform in all things to his 


wiſe and holy Commandments. I am confident that in the 


| Scripture, in thoſe Writings of Antiquity that I have had the 
Opportunity of ſecing, and in the Offices of our Church, the 


Word Regeneration, (or being born again) is never uſed to 


denote any thing but the Change in Baptiſm. And though 
wicked Men render themſelves unworthy of the Relation of 
Sons of God, and forfeit the bleſſed Priviledges and Advan- 


4 


8 upon to be born anew, or to be regenerated again, In ſhort, 


tages of this Title, yet after Baptiſm they are no where called 
the Church Catechiſm gives a very full and plain interpre- 


tation of Regeneration (being born again) ſaying, the inward 
Spiritual Grace in Baptiſm is a Death unto Sin, a New Birth 


£ unto Righteouſneſs; for being by Nature born in Sin and the 


Children of Wrath, we are by Baptiſm made the Children of 
Grace. I think I need add no more at preſent, but my | 
| hearty wiſhes for your Soul's Welfare, who am your faithful x 
Inſtructor in the Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus s 
VE | T. BARLOW. 
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| Ea NOOR HOOK ROO 


REVEREND SIR, 


F you are impartial, you will no more be of. 

+ fended at my Animadverſions on you, than you 5 

are at your own upon Mr. GRIFFITH. 
Taking this for granted, I ſhall attempt to 

M ſhew, 

I. What is the Language of Seripture and Reaſon, concerns 


ing the New Birth. And 


II. That what you advance upon. the Subjedt is neither 


Scriptural nor Rational. 


I. I begin then with ſhewing, Aer is the Latguzge: of 


Scripture and Reaſon, concerning the New Birth. 


And here, I apprehend, you will have no Objection to my 
citing all thoſe Paſſages in the New Teſtament, which ſpeak to 
the Point: And the rather fo, becauſe Scripture is the beſt 
Interpreter of Scripture. To the Law and the Teſtimony | 


then; and may the Father of Lights help us to underſtand it. 


1 (a) Which were born, nat of »lood, ner of the will of the 


fleſh, nor of man, but of Cod. 


2. (b) Verily verily J. ſay unto thee, Except « a man be born. 


again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. 


3. (c) Verily verily I ſay unto thee, Except a man be born 7 


Mater 4 of the "es he cannot enter into the kingdom of 


God, 
4. (4) That wich hw F, the fe o/b, is Aſh: and that 


which is born of 1 the Os FD 0 


— 


0 jo I 3. G dean iii. 3. ©; wia. 5. | (4) ba. 6. 
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5. (00 Marvel not that I faid unto thee, re muſt be born 


again. 

(k) The Wind bloweth where it |, Heth and thou heareſt 

the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goers fo is every one that is born of the ſpirit. 


7. (g) if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature. 


8. (hb) My little children of whom 1 [travel i in birth, till E 
be formed in yo. 


9. (1) Of his own will begat he US with the ard of truth. 
: o. (k) Being born again not of corruptible, but of incor- 


ruptible ſeed by the werd of God, which abideth forever. 


11. (I) He that is born of Ged doth not commit ſm. 


112. (m) #hatſcever is born of God overcometh the world: and 
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 


Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that beheveth that 


Feſus is the ſon of God? 
1. From the Firſt of theſePaſſages it appears, That the New 
Birth does not come by Hereditary Right, ner by any Natural 
Diſpoſitions we are ſuppoſed to be endowed with when we 

come inte the world; no, nor yet by the Piety of thoſe who 
5 devoted us to God in our Infancy. 


2. From the Second, That we cannot go. to heaven with- 


cout it. 


3. From the Third, That it is of a Spiritual Nature. 


4. From the Fourth, That Nicodemus was miſtaken in un. 


derſtanding our LoRD to ſpeak of the Natural Birth; that Birth 


he ſpeaks of being Spiritual, and conſequently Supernatural. 
5. From the Fifth, That it was ſuch a Kind of Birth as 


Nicodemus was ſurprized at. 
6. From the Sixth, That it is ſuch a Kind of Birth as the 


Subject is ſenſible of; though neither he, nor any body elſe 
can minutely and diſtin&ly account for every Part of the | 


Divine: Operation. 
7. From the Seventh, That it implies a change of Tempers 


" Dif porat;ons, and Practices. 


. From the On Tat it is a making the Heart truly. 
Chriſtian 
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tians iv. 19. (i) James i. 18. 08 1 Peter 1 l, 23. (1) John 


iii. 9. (m) 1 John v. 4, 5. 9. From 


00 3 « = wid. 8. 0 yg 2 Cor, 9 17 (h) Gale.” 


Idea of the Things that occur therein. 


t- 9:4): 


60 From the Ninth, That it is an Act of Gop's Will, Pow- 


er, and Goodneſs, brought about by the Inſtrumentality of 


bis Word. 


10. From the Tenth, That it is a Birtk of an incorruptible 
Nature, effected by that Word which abideth for ever. 
11. From the Eleventh, That ſuch Perſons are capable of 


committing fin. Compare Text with Context. And, 


12. From the Laſt, That one that is Born of Gop over- 

cometh (is ſuperior to) the World ; and, That the Principle by 
virtue of which he overcomes, is his Faith, or Belief in Chriſt. 
All which Paſſages appear to me to be totally ſubverſive of 
what you have ſaid upon the Subject: And as the New Birth is 
there treated both Negatively and Affirmatively, there ſeems to 


have been ſpecial Care taken to prevent ſuch miſerable, lax Com- 
ments, and Conſtructions, as that you have put upon it, by 
_ tying it down either to Baptiſm, or any thing ſhort of a Super- 
JͤõöòCrn 8 1 4 aps 


But foraſmuch as the Expreſſion of being born again is 


ſtrongly figurative, it will be neceffary to have Recourſe to the 
Natural Birth whence the Figure is borrowed, in order to illuſ- 
trate it; and this the rather, Becauſe (as an tagenious Author 


very juſtly obſerves) there is ſo near a Reſemblance between 


the Circumſtances of the Natural and of the Spiritual Birth; 
that to conſider the Circumſtances of the Natural Birth, is the 


moſt eaſy way to underſtand the Spiritual. 
1. The Child which is not yet born” (continues this Au- 


thor) * ſubſiſts indeed by the Air, as does every Thing which 
has Life; but it Feels it not, nor any Thing elle, unleſs in a very 
dull and imperfect Manner. It hears little, if at all, the Organs 
of Hearing being as yet cloſed up. It /ees nothing, having its 
Eyes faſt ſhut, and being ſurrounded with utter Darkneſs, 
Ihhbere are it may be ſome faint Beginnings of Life, when 
the time of its Birth draws nigh, and ſome Motion conſequent 
thereon, whereby it is diſtinguiſhed from a meer Maſs of 
Matter. But it has no Senſes ; all theſe Avenues of the Soul 
are quite ſhut up. Of conſequence it has ſcarce any Intercourſe | 


with this viſible World; nor any Knowledge, Conception, or 


2. The Reaſon why he that is not yet born, is wholly a 
Stranger to the viſible World, is, not becauſe it is afar off. It 


is very nigh. It ſurrounds him on every Side. But partly be- 
cauſe he has not thoſe Senſes, they are not yet opened in his 


Soul, 
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Soul, whereby alone it is poſſible to hold Communion with the 


material World; and partly becauſe ſo thick a Veil i is Caſt be- 
tween, through which he can diſcern nothing. 

3. But no ſooner is the Child born into the W orld, than bs 
exiſts in a quite different Manner. He now feels the Air with 
which he is ſurrounded, and which pours into him from every 
Side, as faſt as he alternately breathes it back, to ſuſtain the 


Flame of life. And hence ſprings a continual Increaſe of 
Strength, of Motion, and of Senſation : All the bodily Senſes 
being now awakened, and furniſhed with their proper Objects. 


His Eyes are now opened to perceive the Light, which 


filently flowing in upon them, diſcerns not only itſelf, but an 
infinite Variety of Things, with which before he was unac- | 


quainted. His Ears are uncloſed, and Sounds ruſh in with 
efidlels Diverſity. Every Senſe is employed upon ſuch Objects 
as are peculiarly ſuitable to it. And by theſe Inlets, the Soul 


having an open Intercourſe with the viſible World, acquires more 
and more Knowledge of ſenſible Things, of all the Things that 


ars under the Sun. 


4. So it is with him that is born of Gov. Wefore that 
Change is wrought, although he ſubſiſts by him, in whom all 


that have Life live and move, and have their being, yet he is 


not ſenſible of Gop; he does not feel, he has no inward Con- 
ſcioufneſs of his Preſence ; he does not perceive that divine 


Breath of Life, without which he cannot ſubſiſt a Moment. 
Nor is he ſenſible of any of the Things of Gop. They 


make no Impreſſion upon his Soul. Gop is continually call- 
ing to him from on high, but he heareth not; his Ears are 
ſhut, fo that the Voice of the Charmer is loſt to him, charm 
be ever % wifely. He ſeeth not the Things of the Spirit of 
__ Gov, the Eyes of his Underſtanding being cloſed, and utter 
; Darkneſs covering his whole Soul, ſurrounds him on every side. 
It is true, he may have ſome faint Dawning of Life, ſome ſmall 

Beginning of Spiritual Motion; but as yet he has no Spiritual 

| Senſes capable of diſcerning Spiritual Objects. Conſcquently 

he diſcerneth not the things of the ſpirit of God, be cannot 


know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
Hence he has ſcarce any Knowledge of the inviſttle 


Wor Id, as he has ſcarce any Intercourſe with it. Not that it is 
afar off. No; he is in the Midſt of it: It encompaſſes him 
round about, The other world, as we uſually term it, is not 
far from -every one of us, It is above, and beneath, and on 
every Side, Only the Natural Man diſcerneth it not; partly, 

| 25 | N : | becauſe 


e 
becauſe he hath no ſpiritual Senſes, whereby alone v we can cif 
cern the Things of Gop; partly, becauſe ſo thick a Veil! is in. 

terpoſed, as he knows not how to penetrate. 

6. But when he is born of Gop, born of the Spirit, how 
is the Manner of his Exiſtence changed! ? His whole Soul is 
now ſenſible of Gop, and he can lay by Experience, Thou art | 
about my Bed, and about my Path, I feel 155 in all my Ways. 
Thou beſetteſt me behind and before, and layeſt thy Hand upon 
me. The Spirit of Gop is immediately infpired, breathed into 
the new born Soul. And the fame Breath which comes from, 
returns to Gop: As it is continually received by Faith, ſo it is 
continually rendered back by Love, by Prayer, and Praiſe, and 
Thankſgiving: Love, and Praiſe, and Prayer, being the Breath 
of every Soul which is truly born of Gon. And by this New 
Kind of Spiritual Reſpiration, Spiritual Life, is not only ſuſtain- 
ed, but increaſed Day by Day, together with Spiritual Strength, 
Motion, and Senſation. All the Senſes of the Soul being now 
awake, and capable of diſcerning ſpiritual Good and Foil ; 

7. The Eyes of the Underftanding are now open, and he ſeelß 
| Him that is inviſible. He ſees what is the exceeding greatneſs 
| of his Power, and of his Love toward them that believe. He 
ſees that Gop is merciful to him a Sinner; that he is reconciled 


through the Son of his Love. He clearly perceives both the 


— pardoning Love of Gop, and all his'exce-ding great and pre- 


cicus Promiſes. God who commanded Light to ſhine out of Dark- 
neſs, hath ſbined, and doth ſhine, in his Heart, to enlighten him 


with the Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the Face of 75 ofus 


Chriſt. All the Darkneſs is now paſſed away, and he abides i jo 
the Light of Gop's Countenance, 
8. His Ears are now opened, and the Voice of Gon no | 
2 * calls in vain. He hears, and obeys the heavenly Call- 
He knows the Voice of his ſhepherd. All his ſpiritual Senſes | 
to awaked, he has a, clear Intercourſe with the inviſible 
World. And hence he knows more and more of the Things 
which before it could not enter into his heart to conceive. He 
now knows what the Peace of Gop is: What is Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt: What the Love of Gop which is ſhed abroad in 
the Hearts of them that believe in him through Chriſt Jeſus. 
Thus the Veil being removed, which before interrupted the 
Light and Voice, the Knowledge and Love of Gor, he whois 


born of the Spirit, dwelling in Love, dwelleth i in God and G '. Won : 4 


in him,” 
The Definition I 3 given you being 1 and this . 
: familiar Wuftration of it highly Rational ; B2 1. 


„ ö | 
n. I now proceed to ſhew you, That what you have ad 
upon the Subject, is neither Scriptural nor Rational. 
1. You begin with ſaying, Regeneration is the New 
_ Birth.“ (Is not this very like ſaying, Regeneration is Re- 
8 !) That © it has by ſome Divines been thought 
* two-fold, Baptiſinal and Spiritual.” That © the Former 
of theſe is the inward Part of the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
_ © the Thing ſignified thereby, that is the Change of State, for 
dc being born in Sin, and the Children of Wrath, we are by 
« Baptiſm made the Children of Grace.“ That „ by Bap- 
0 tim we are admitted again into Favour with Gop, and are 
© intitled to the Privileges of the Goſpel.” * And this,” 
you ſay, appears to you to be the Senſe of the Word Re- 
« generation. This you take to be the Senſe in which the 
* Scripture delivers it, and in which a and the Church 
of England receives it.” 
2. So, that if I underſtand you right, it is your Judge- 
mens 7] hat Regeneration is neceſſarily connected with Baptiſm. 
| It is true, you add another Member of the Definition ; 
bor then you take ſpecial Care to prevent Miſtakes, by obſerv- 
ing, That you are confident, that in the Scripture, in 
«thoſe Writings of Antiquity that you have had the Oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing, and the Offices of our Church, the Word 
_ « Regeneration (or being born again) is never uſed to denote 
any thing but the Change in Baptiſm.” And to ſupport this 
extraordinary Definition, you advance an Argument as extra- 
ordinary, being nothing elſe but a meer Petitio Principii. 
« Though wicked Men,” ſay you, * render themſelves un- 
„ worthy the Relation of Sons of Gop, and forfeit the 
„ bleſſed Privileges and Advantages of this Title, yet after 
-« Baptiſm they are no where called you to be born a-new, 
* or to be regenerated again,” y 
2. Your Confidence I ſhall not call in queſtion, it being too 
_ conſpicuous ! Although I much incline to think it will be an 
Incumbrance to your Cauſe. I do not envy you the Honour 
of a Companion who is ever the Attendant of a bad Cauſe ; 
and which a good one can never ſtand in need of, 
3. To your pleading Antiquity and the Offices of the 
Charch I have no Objection, though many others would. 1 
indeed ſtrongly incline to believe, That you may prove what 
you have advanced, both by Antiquity, and by the Offices of 
the Church: And that when you have done fo, you will be 


11 never the nearer, unleſs you can likewiſe prove, 1. That no 


Errors ' 


Man be baptized 
would you make the benevolent Is us at one Stroke, to cut 
off from all Manner of Claim to his Kingdom; all the Hea- 


| Bapeilin. 


13) 


Errors have been made Cs by Antiquity; and 2. That 


the Offices of the Church are as infallible as the Dictates af 


Reaſon and Revelation. 


4. Do you not know, Sir, That it will be a difficult 


"Thing for you to inſtance in any one Sin but what can plead 
Antiquity ? And are you yet to be informed, That there is no 


Church upon Earth that ſo much as pretends Infallibility, but the 


Church of Rome? And the fallible (not to ſay abſurd) Manner 


in which ſhe contends for it, does inn, confute the Pre- 
tence! | 
I. From the Firſt of thoſe Scriptures we have confldlored : 


upon the Subject, it has been laid down as an undoubted 


Truth; That the New Birth is not effected by the Piety of 
our Parents, „ 
Now if one Characteriſtic of the Scriptural New Birth be, 


| That it is not of the Will of Man; and if it appears, That 


your Baptiſmal New Birth depends upon the Will of Man, as 
the Miniſter, Parents, &c. then your Baptiſmal New Birth is 


not the Scriptural New Birth: But the Former is true: 
Therefore ſo is the Latter. 


II. From the Second, That we cannot & to Heaven with- : 
out it, 
Now will you fay, That our Lonp- 8 | Menolag | is, Kas | 

jr cannot ſee the Kingdom of God? Then 


then World, the whole Body of Quakers, and all who die 


unbaptized; Shocking Cruelty ! Who invades the Prerogative 
of the great Gop now? You? Or the People to whoſe Cy 


you have ſo often imputed it? 
III. and IV. From the Third and Fourth, That it 18 of 13 


Spiritual Nature. 


I own myſelf yet to ſeek, How have can bs any thing spi- | 


ritual, in making three Perſons promiſe that for an Infant, 
5 which CHRIS TH never commanded, and which no Infant did 
ever 25 perform 


V. From the Fifth, That it it was ſuch a | Kind of Birth as : 


| Nicodemus was ſurprized at. 


The Jews conſtantly admitted their Proſelytes of the Gate 


by Baptiſin: So that it is moſt abſurd and unaccauntable, to 
ſuppoſe, That Nicodemus ſhould be ſo ſurprized at the Do. 
trine of the New Birth, if our Lok D meant to confine it to 4 4 2 
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VI. From the Sixth, That it is ſuch a Kind of Birth as the 

Bubje is ſenſible of; though neither he, nor any body elle, 

can minutely, and diſtinRtly account for. oy Part of the Di- 
vine Operation. 75 

Will you ſay, That the Child who is the Subject in Bap- 


| tiſm is ſenſible of any Change by it? And yet, Muſt you not 


May this, to ſay any Thing to the Purpole ? | 
VII. From the Seventh, That it implies a Change of Tem- 
pers, Diſpoſitions, and Prifices: | 
But are all who are baptized New Creatures? And yet, ſo 
much your Cauſe requires you to ſay; or give up your favou- 
"rite Propoſition, viz. That in the Scriptures the Word Rege- 
neration is never uſed to denote any Thing but the Change in 
\ Baptiſm : Surely you cannot be fo far infatuated as to imagine, 


that Drunkards, Whoremongers; 'Sabbath-breakers, Covetous, 


& c. can be New Creatures: And if they are not, they cannot 


be ſaid to be born again: Nor is your Notion of it ſupported by 


Seripture. To reduce this to Form. Either your Baptiſmal New 


Birth is not Scriptural ; or if it be, then all who are bap- 


tized are New Creatures! Which is ſetting Scripture againſt 


Thats. 7011 07 
VIII. From the Eighth, That it is a mg the, Heart 


= truly Chriſtian. 


But is the Heart ſo cheillianized' in Baptiſin? K. Rather (if we 
may be allowed to judge of the Tree by the Fruits; which 
is the " ſafeſt Way of judging ) have we not great "Reaſon 4 
to conclude z That rarely, very. rarely, if at all, that, Change 

1 wrought in Baptiſm. 
IX. and X. From the Ninth and Tenth, That i it is an Act 10 
77 God's wil brought about by the Inſtrumentality of his : 


Word. 


We can very eaſily account for it, That the Word of God 
- ſhonld be the grand Inſtrument in God s Hand for the Copver- 
N of adult Perſons; but how it effects Infants we ſee 

and ſhould be glad thoſe ſagacious Gentlemen, who 

1 ſo plentifully diſtributed to their well- intended Neigh- 

bours, the comely Epithets of - Enthuſiaſts, Heritics, Schiſ- 
matics, and Madmen, would be ſo kind as to inform us! 

Mean time let them excuſe us, if for this Reaſon alſo, we can- 


not believe, That Regeneration is either er or generally 


—— with Baptiſm. 
XI. From the Eleventh, That thoſe perſons who are born 
an are capable of committing Sin. 


= . That 


i 
That Perfons arrived at Years of Diſcretion, Gould: bg 


capable of committing Sin, has nothing new or ftrange in it. 


But that Jnfants ſhould be capable of committing it, has abun- 
dance both of the new and the ſtrange! And it might be: of 
ſervice to you to advert to what Bp. Pear/on, a venerable Pre- Ls 
late of your own Church hath ſaid concerning Novelty in 
Point of Doctrine. K ; 

« We may be aſſured”, fas that good Prelate, Ki * That | 
whatever is New in Doctrine j is certainly falſe.” 

XII. From the Twelfth and Laſt, That one thus bory 


of God overcomes the World by virtue of his Faith. 


The ſame Apoſtle deſeribes · the World, which he that is 
born of God overcomes, in theſe Words +: The Luſt of the 
Fleſb, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. Whena 
Man. overcomes Temptations. to Pride, unholy Deſires, and 

Gaiety of Life, he is ſaid to overcome the World: And this 


the Apoſtle aſſures us is done by virtue of our Faith. 


But does an Infant either do this or ſtand in need of doing 
it? If an Infant does it, How is it done in Baptiſm more than at 
any other Time? Has an Infant Faith? Does not Fath imply 
the Exerciſe, of the ar e And can, an W exer- 

ciſe Underſtanding? - - WR 
-.So much for Scripture.” | - 1 i 
I. And as this Doctrine is contrary to Scripture, 01 is it 


"likewiſe contrary to Reaſon, 


1. If Regeneration is neceſſarily connected with .Baptiſm, 


then 'tis quite rational to ſuppoſe there will be a Difference 


between baptized and unbaptized Children when they grow 


- up : And this Difference will be in Fayour of baptized Ch hildren. 


2. Now, Sir, Iſhould be glad you would be ſo good as to 
inform me, what good Fruits you have obſerved 1 in * Lives 
of baptized Children, that are not to be met with in the Chil- 
_ dren of Quakers and Baptiſts. And if you cannot. do this 
(as I believe you cannot) then tis unreaſonable to tie down. 
Regeneration to Baptiſm. | 
II. It is quite Rational, as well as Scriptural, to believe, 


b That the Scrutiny. that will be made at the Laſt Day will 


chiefly refpe& our Tempers and Practices: But, according 
to your Account it ſhould turn merely upon the Point 75 
HBaptiſm. 


mts. at a. DMA. 


_ y—_ — * 


1 5 . 1 John i. 16. 


Nor will the matder ul Argun ment by 2 which — end eavour i wg = 4g 
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( 16 - „„ Oye 
to ſupport your PEER be of that Service you imagine: 


For if wicked Men” (as you ſay) * forfeit the bleſſed Pri- 


viledges and Advantages of this Title,” (Sons of God) Then 


BD infer, | 
„ ee Rejeneracich is not neceſſarily connefird with 
' Baptiſm: Or, 2. They muſt be re-baptized to recover their 
forfeited Title : Or, 3. Go to Hell for want of one. Chuſe 
which of the Three you pleaſe. 1 


IV. vou therefore entirely miſtake your Way heh you 


tell Mr. Stubbs, © That Wicked Men are no where called m 
to be regenerated after Baptiſm.” | 
And this Blunder depends upon your ſetting out upon a 


falſe Principle: Upon your taking it for granted, That Rege- 


neration is neceſſarily connected with Baptiſm. This principle 
beng falſe, it would be of no Service to your Cauſe if J granted 
00; 1 hat wicked Men are no where called upon to be rege- 
nerated again;“ becauſe this will not prove, That wicked Men 
Should never be regenerated: And I think it has been ſuffi- 
ciently proved, That wicked Men, and un- regenerate Men, 
are the ſame in the Book of God, and! in every ſenſible Chil: 
tian's Underſtanding. | 
V. If Regeneration is neceſſarily: 8 with Bap- 


« tiſm,” I call upon you, or any other Perſon, who abets ſuch 


a Principle, to get clear of the following Conſequence, which 


I take to be e from it, viz. Tout no baptized Peron 


can periſh ! : 
VI. Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the many Reaſons 1 have to 
aſſign, why 1 think your Sentiments upon the New Birth, are 
neither Scriptural, nor Rational; and therefore cannot be de- 


pended on, neither by Mr. Stubbs, or any other Perſon, wko 


values his own Salvation. Hence I cannot help adviſing Mr. 
Ftubbs to be upon his Guard againſt ſuch Teachers, as put the 
Shadow for the Subſtance; the Form for the Power of God- 


lineſs: Becauſe the Apoſtle * in o "Dany: . Words, 


; From fuch turn away. 


Liverpool, | 1 am, Reverend $18, TP 
Abril 17. | | 
1764. | Your Servant, for Cngisr" 5 Sake, 


4 HAMPSON, 


P. 8. If you are ingenuous, you will cither defend what you 
Dy Fink advanced, or make Conceſſions. 
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